MINUTES OFFHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY 3rd APRIL 2018 AT 7.30PM
OFFHAM VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE ROOM
Present:

1.

2.

3.

D Stretton (Chair of Meeting), A Marchant, W Pierce (arrived 7.40pm), P Slate, W
Williams, Borough Councillor Balfour (7.50-8pm), Clerk
MINUTES
APOLOGIES RECORDED, DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST MADE AND
REGISTER OF INTERESTS:
Apologies were recorded from Cllrs D Frankling (Chair) and B Oliver (ViceChair), County Councillor Hohler and PCSO McMillan.
MINUTES ARISING FROM 6th MARCH 2018:
The minutes arising from 6th March were agreed by all Councillors and signed
as approved by Cllr Stretton.
PLANNING
New Applications:
• TM/18/00439/FL - The Courtyard, Alexander House, Comp
Lane - Conversion of existing garage and ancillary
accommodation/office to provide a 3 bedroom dwelling, with associated
parking and landscaping and use of existing access to be shared with
host dwelling.
The Parish Council do not object per se to the conversion of the building, but
would like to ensure that the property stays within the curtilage of Alexander
House and is not sold off as a separate property.
TM/18/00522 – White House, Teston Road – Demolition of existing
garage and construction of new double storey side extension
It was noted that an objection has been made to the application. Cllrs agreed
that there was no objection in principle, but TMBC should heed the objection
from the neighbours on the basis that the proportion of the development might
seem to be excessive.

ACTION

DS

Clerk

•

Clerk

Approvals: There was nothing to report
Refusals and Enforcements: There was nothing to report.
Any other Planning Matters:
• National Planning Policy Framework Consultation Cllrs have seen
details of this consultation.
• TM/18/004455/RD – The Old Rectory, Aldon Lane – Details of
condition 4 (hard surfacing & Boundary treatment) submitted pursuant
to TM14/03366/FL (Conversion of coach house to separate two bedroom
dwelling)
• TM/18/00583/LDP – Warren Wood East, Seven Mile Lane –
Lawful Development Certificate Proposed: Erection of a detached garage
VOSAs: There was nothing to report.
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4.

EXTERNAL REPORTS:
• County Councillor:
Cllr Hohler’s Annual KCC Report has been circulated.
•

•

Borough Councillor:
o Cllrs Balfour and Kemp’s Annual Report has been circulated.
o Cllr Balfour reported that progress with the Local Plan is continuing. The
waste contract is also progressing. People who wish to have green
waste collected will be subject to a charge. There is a balance between
the environment and cost. Only 0.02% goes to landfill in Kent.
o Cllr Balfour was asked if there would not be enough material going to
Blaise Farm due to these changes, but he said that there will still be
other waste going to Blaise.
o Cllr Stretton said that people are concerned about the number of points
for recycling, such as in supermarket car parks. People are concerned
about the number of the recycling containers and the fact that the
receptacles are often full and if you leave a bag you get fined.
o Cllr Balfour reported that KCC are carrying out a review of household
waste sites. The problem is that these sites are not necessarily in the
right places or of the right size. However, finding suitable sites
isincredibly difficult because of planning problems. There is not a
household waste site in Tonbridge & Malling.
o Cllr Williams has been contacted by a resident who would like to
organise transport for villagers to hospital and doctors appointments.
This would be a voluntary service and he would like it to be under the
umbrella of the Parish Council. How can this be organised, and what are
the insurance considerations? Cllr Balfour said this is immensely
complicated. Everyone is on the same side (KCC, NHS and other
providers) but it is difficult fitting all these bits together. Cllr Williams
should contact Phil Lightowler, Head of Public Transport at KCC in the
first instance. Cllr Balfour agreed that the Parish Council and the
community ought to think about community transport. KCC will help
you fund a bus. The difficulty is to find an organiser and drivers who
have the time and are happy to drive a bus. The bus can be used by
societies and clubs in the village and even by the school.

WW

Police: There was no report.

5.

ANY MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC THAT ARE NOT
ALREADY ON THE AGENDA: There were no members of public present.

6.

MONTHLY TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION:
•
General Data Protection Regulations
The Clerk is attending a KALC course and taking steps so that the Parish Council
is compliant by the May deadline.
•
Damage to Village Gateway
Cllr Williams is concerned about the damage done by BT Openreach when
working on the box by the Village Gateway at Spadework. She understands
that they usually make good any damage caused but this hasn’t happened. It
may be because there is still outstanding work. Cllr Williams will contact
George Chandler from KCC to discuss. The Clerk will provide details of the
approximate cost spent on the gateway. These areas are important now that
the village has entered the Parishes in Bloom competition.
•
Local Hospital Transport

Clerk

WW
Clerk
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Cllr Williams has been contacted by a resident who would like to organise local
hospital transport for villagers. Cllr Williams can ask for volunteers at the APM.
•
Stolen Paving Slabs – Village Green
Following the theft of most of the slabs, the remaining paving stones have been
removed. It was Agreed that this area would be filled with soil and turfed.
It is understood that the slabs have been in the village for at least 20 years.
They were installed by a group of residents so that children would have
something to stand on while waiting for the bus.
The Village Green area is risk assessed every year before Carols on The Green,
May Day and the Steam Rally and is inspected by Cllr Marchant every time he
mows the grass.

WW

AM

•
West Malling Sandpit – KCC Consultation
It was reported that KCC are still recording all objections, but so far there have
been 874 objections to the site at Ryarsh and 17 to the site at Lenham. Cllr
Frankling has asked County Cllr Hohler to comment on this at the APM.
7.

ONGOING PROJECTS/REPORTS:
• Environmental Enhancement Scheme
Cllr Frankling is dealing with a complaint from a resident about water puddling
and splashing onto their windows.

DF

• Parish Council Projects
The Well is the next project. Work on the duckpond was carried out by Clive.
•

Parish Land, Property and Trees: Repairs, maintenance and any
other matters
Cllr Williams reported that:
o Lots of work needs doing to prepare for the Parishes in Bloom
competition. She will prepare a list of jobs that can be carried out by
volunteers. It was agreed that Cllr Williams could ask for help at the
APM.
o She has entered the village into the Kent Men of the Trees Competition
again this year. Offham won a £25 voucher towards a tree in last year’s
competition. There was a discussion about the type of tree and where it
should be located. It was agreed that Cllr Williams could choose a tree
and she would like to select something that is native to this country,
perhaps a maple. She will collect from the nursery in Charing. Cllrs
agreed that it would be preferable to buy a more substantial tree and
the Parish Council will pay the balance.
o It has been too wet to have a bonfire on Cosgrave Field, but this will be
done.
Cllr Marchant will:
o provide wood chippings to go around the oak and other trees.
o Provide a stake for the maple.
o Start the grass cutting when the rain has stopped and it is dry enough.
• Village Hall
Cllr Williams has asked for the Hall Hire Bill for the Race night.
The Clerk has copied the Village Hall documents and is getting the First
Registration Paperwork ready.
•

WW

WW

WW

AM
AM
AM
WW
Clerk

Village Trust There is nothing to report.
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8.

PARISH COUNCILLOR REPORTS:
• Blaise Farm (13.03.18)
SCllr Pierce attended and is waiting for the Minutes. The new owner was at the
o meeting. There haven’t been many complaints at all about odours and only 2
of any significance. The ventilation system installed is now running and seems
nto be working ok.
o There were no comments about the quarrying side or blasting and the meeting
was purely about recycling. It was noted that previously there had been a lot
of discussion about the blasting. The Clerk was asked to find out if there were
separate liaison meetings with those responsible for the quarry and blasting.
• Offham Landfill Site
There has been no response to the Parish Council emails, although there is
regular activity on site.
It appears that the front fence is partly broken down and someone has created
a subsidiary footpath.

Clerk

Clerk

• JPCTCG
The next meeting is on 21st May, about the Local Plan and its impact on traffic,
and Cllr Williams will attend.
WW
• Pond
Work to the drainage has been discussed.
• Mobile Speed Indicator Device
This seems to be working and is being moved about.
• Village Calendar.
A quote has been received from the printers who have produced recent
calendars. This specifies double sided, but previous calendars were not double
sided.
Cllr Williams will ask the local printer if he can match this and will email the
final version to Cllrs.
Last year the boxes were too small to write in. The Clerk will ask for a quote
for A3, photo on one side and calendar on the bottom – not spiral bound in the
middle as you can’t hang it up.
9.

WW
Clerk

MONTHLY CHECK LIST:
• Highways:
A pothole was reported and repaired on A20 junction
•

Any other matters: There were no other matters.

10. Up and Coming Events:
•
Annual Parish Meeting 13th April 2018
A leaflet will be distributed via the parish email list, on the website and on
notice boards.
Cllrs Williams and Frankling are dealing with the refreshments and drinks. Cllr
Stretton will purchase the photo frames for the prizes.

Clerk
WW, DF
DS

• May Day 5th May 2018
This will be advertised at the APM.
Cllr Slate will carry out the risk assessment of the Village Green.

Signed …………………………………..
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•
T&M KALC – Meetings 10th May and 4th October
Cllrs are aware of the dates.

PS

11. CORRESPONDENCE AND MATTERS ARISING:
There are no new matters to discuss.
12. FINANCIAL MATTERS:
• Financial Statement and Cheques for Signature:
Cllrs discussed and approved donations to Heart of Kent Hospice, Age Concern
Malling, West Malling Scouts, Offham Lunch Club, Offham Methodist Church and
St Michael’s Church.
The following invoices were approved for payment and the cheques signed by
Cllrs Stretton and Marchant. The Financial Reconciliation for February was
signed. Bank statements for March have not been received yet.
Cheque
1550
1551
1552
1553
1554
1555
1556
1557
1558
1559

Payee
D Frankling
Methodist Church
St Michael’s
Offham Lunch Club
West Malling Scouts
Age Concern Malling
Clerk
HMRC
Heart of Kent Hospice

Description
Reimbursement – Cherry Tree
Donation 2017/18
Donation 2017/18
Donation 2017/18
Donation 2017/18
Donation 2017/18
Cheque not used
Salary & Expenses March 18
PAYE & NI March 18
Donation 2017/18
TOTAL

£154.98
£50.00
£50.00
£50.00
£50.00
£50.00
£728.98
£101.34
£50.00
£1,285.30

• End of Financial Year 2017-18
The papers will be ready for approval and signature at the May meeting.

Clerk

• Any other financial matters
There were no other matters.
13.1AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
3Reports on May Day and APM.
.
14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
It was reported that deer are frequently seen in Aldon Lane, but become more
of a danger when crossing Teston Road. Another Councillor also reported
sighting deer in Seven Mile Lane. The Clerk will ask Highways if signs could be
put up warning motorists.

Clerk

The Meeting concluded at 9.05pm.
Date of the Annual Parish Council Meeting and next Parish Council meeting Tuesday 8th May 2018 at
7.30pm
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