Offham Parish Annual Review 20122013
Chairman’s Report
This has proved quite a busy year for your council, for
Offham and the whole country. Both the Olympics and the
Jubilee were celebrated in Offham in various ways and we
were pleased to invite several guests connected with these
events
to
village
activities.
The
elected
Council,
reinvigorated by some new members has begun a number of
additional initiatives to improve the look of this already
attractive Village and has also been active in attempting to
resolve a number of long standing problems in the area. The
Annual Parish Meeting to be held on March 21st, in the Village
Hall, will be focused on the possibility of following in the
footsteps of two other Villages that have really taken the
“bull by the horns” by directly involving themselves with
the management of property located in key areas. We will
also be learning more of the Government initiative recently
set up under the banner of “The Community Right To Bid”.
Please do come along to this meeting as your support will be
essential if Offham is going to get involved in this exciting
new development.
You may already be aware that the Council has attempted to
build up its ability to use e-correspondence for its
communication with Parishioners. For this reason, OPC has
resolved to issue this year’s Annual Review in this format,
but will also offer basic paper copies for those who request
them. It was also decided to limit the glossier format of last
year to one every four years, which would then be designed
to reflect the life of a particular period of office of the
Council. I hope that you are also aware of the OPC website
www.offhampc.kentparishes.gov.uk which is now properly up and
running. Lynne Mackie, our Clerk, keeps this up to date and it
should contain information about our meetings and other
on-going developments. If you would like to get material
added that relates to a Village Event, then please forward it
to her by email.

Finance
The Parish Council finances have come under increased
pressure this year with the significant reduction in the
annual allowance given to us by Tonbridge and Malling for
the general maintenance of “green spaces”. One of the major
elements of this has been the monies allowed to us for
maintenance of the Churchyard, which is now very short of
the actual costs of doing this work. To make matters worse,
the “best value” contractor at the time the budget was set
was somehow compromised by the very wet start to the
season
and
his
contract
was
terminated
by
mutual
agreement. The Betts family kindly took over the work pro
tem and eventually a more reliable, but more expensive
contractor took over. As the new contractor preferred to
operate a grass cut as necessary routine, this made it
difficult to budget, so The Council have handed over control
of the contractor to the Church. The Council therefore now
directly hands over the allowance from Tonbridge and
Malling together with a “top-up” amount approaching £250 per
annum. Whereas this total amount may not quite match the
desired spend, it does allow the Church to prioritise the
work and allows them to handle directly any complaints or
specific requirements. It is probably worth noting that, no
doubt for historical reasons, Churchyard maintenance was

handled through the Parish Council in Offham, but this
arrangement
is
not
that
common
in
other
villages
throughout Kent.
To make matters worse for the coming year, the local rate
has
been
rebased,
effectively
removing
a
number
of
properties at which occupants receive housing benefits from
the number counted for taxation purposes. In Offham’s case
this would mean a loss of precept monies of almost one
thousand pounds per annum, although a short term grant
has been awarded to make up for much of this in the current
year. However, the council has reluctantly had to budget
for a 2% increase in the “penny rate” to help make up the
shortfall.
Outstanding project work should hopefully move closer to a
conclusion this year. There is now a strong expectation that
the plans to install speed indicators at the Village gateways
will be funded after the County elections in May.
The Council has resolved to begin the restoration of the
village pond in Comp Lane. The Council will work with the
surrounding land owners to clear trees and will formally
register ownership of the pond. We are grateful for the
promise of help from a number of residents in the village in
achieving this. It is however quite a significant financial
undertaking, so any further offers of help from individuals
or institutions would be very welcome. We have also already
asked Highways about the project and have discovered that
some significant underpinning of the road is necessary. Let
us hope that KHS are able to undertake this work soon, as it
must be completed before anything major can be achieved
with the pond itself.
Having received some rather ridiculous quotes [around
£15000!] for beautification of the Village gateways, we are now
looking at a different approach, having just identified
individuals who are prepared to work for us at sensible
rates and offers of donations of key materials. Cllr Wendy
Williams
deserves
mention
for
her
industry
on
the
Recreation Ground and elsewhere in pushing hard to get this
work started.
Work to complete the resurfacing of the Tennis Courts is now
well under way and should be completed by the time the new
season starts. Let us hope for a better summer than last
year!
The possible establishment of a Trust Fund to gain ownership
of parcels of land in key areas of the village will be one
possible outcome of this year’s Annual Parish Meeting. If this
is the chosen route, it will inevitably involve some fundraising but, as our speakers will tell us, there are clearly
relatively pain free methods of doing this. We also believe
that we have one plan to raise funds in order to kick start
the process.

Planning:
With one exception, things have been relatively quiet on the
planning front this year. The exception, of course, has been
the proposed AD plant at Blaise Farm. The opposition to this
plan was made clear at the special Village Public Meeting
called at the end of August. This matter was finally brought
to a conclusion at the KCC meeting where the Council’s
Planning Committee were effectively told by the Planning
Officers that it could not refuse the application as the
Regulatory Authority for operations at Blaise Farm was the

Environment Agency, which had not raised any specific
objections and, indeed, had neglected even to mention the
odour issues in its submission. Although the County
Councillors expressed considerably sympathy for the views
expressed by representatives for the Village [Sarah Hohler,
Matthew Balfour, Clare Innes and myself], KCC therefore
approved the plan with two minor concessions in terms of
materials handling and plant operation. The automatic
referral to the Secretary of State went ahead and was duly
waived through as our follow up objection to him was ruled
out on a technicality, despite additional lobbying from Sir
John Stanley. Perhaps the only real achievement in all this
was to deliver a harsh “wake up call” to the Environment
Agency, which was at least properly represented at a
subsequent Liaison Meeting at which it informed us that the
odour issue was now receiving “a higher priority!” Watch this
space!
Periodic odour problems are still experienced by residents
at the eastern end of the village and also in parts of King’s
Hill and West Malling. It was extremely disappointing that
the planning groups from these two communities failed to
step up to the plate in setting out strong objections to the
application. I believe that we made our feelings known on this
and noted that West Malling’s Chair, Trudy Dean did speak at
the KCC meeting as a County Councillor and later set up
interviews with Radio Kent, which included Offham residents
most affected by the problem.
On a more positive note it is perhaps worth adding that all
meetings have been attended by representatives of NES who
continue to be pro-active in seeking solutions to the current
problems. It is to everyone’s credit that all parties are
prepared to work together in spite of the strong opposition
that we have put up against the new plans. It is hoped that the
AD plant may actually go some way to alleviate the current
problems. It may well achieve that, as long as appropriate
investment is also undertaken to improve the original plant
on site.

Offham Landfill Site:
The Liaison meetings with WRG and Infinis now take place on a
six monthly basis. Although many issues associated with site
now seem under control, OPC are aware that the annual
budget for site maintenance is perhaps not as robust as it
needs to be to properly limit weed growth. We have certainly
campaigned for regular weedkilling and mowing to take
place and hope that our requests will be heeded in 2013/4. Our
next Liaison meeting should take place before next year’s
WRG budget for the site is finally agreed.

Joint Parish Council Transport Consultation
Group
This group has expanded significantly over the past year and
now includes fourteen local councils as members. The group
has taken on a secretary to help arrange and minute its
quarterly meetings and to deal with Press releases. Invited
prominent speakers address the group on key transport
issues in the area. Given its expansion, the group is able to
exert more pressure as a lobbyist and our aim is to improve
local transport infrastructure and traffic management.
Previous discussions with the Police have helped bring about
the improvements to the Speedwatch scheme as reported
below.

Speedwatch
Although this has not been active of late in Offham, mainly
through disappointment at the lack of back up from the
Police,
I
am
pleased
to
report
that,
following
reorganization, the appointment of a full time civilian
working
for
the
Police,
Guy
Rollinson,
to
oversea
Speedwatch operations in Kent has lead to a much improved
service. Better use of technology, now allows the linking of
reports
from
Village
operations,
enabling
multiple
offenders to be identified and appropriate action taken. Guy
also gets personally involved with site approval and the
training of volunteers. Results from other local villages
indicate a much more positive response to speeding problems
and far greater success in apprehending offenders. With this
additional support, would it be a good time to restart
Speedwatch activities in Offham? Any volunteers?

Broadband
I hope that a number of you have followed up the previous
encouragement
to
register
your
views
on
the
slow
broadband speeds currently available in Offham. The more
lobbying we can do on this issue the better. Replacing the
copper cable links from King Hill with fibre optics would
improve the speed availability in Offham tenfold and would
be very worthwhile. We are told that, at present, the only
viable method of gaining access to faster speeds is to use
satellite reception, which is available here but at higher
cost than normal landline services.

Village Events 2012/13
Annual Parish Meeting:
This went marginally off-piste in 2012 and focused on health
and fitness in the community. This gave the opportunity for
various groups to display the opportunities available for
both young and old to exercise their way to a healthy
lifestyle. Demonstrations by a local martial arts group,
golf professionals and a Zumba class leader. Audience
participation was encouraged in the latter two as I doubt
whether anyone felt capable of standing up to the karate
experts. We all however learned something about self
defence, although the main message seemed to be “Get in
first”!
The panel session that followed gave the audience the chance
to question some leading providers and participants of/in
related activities. Hockey, Cricket, Golf and Bowls were ably
represented and we also gained some valuable insights into
the Olympic heritage options from Duncan Innes, who leads
the Olympic Heritage Committee.

The Offham Society:
The Olympic theme was also taken up by the April meeting
which let us in behind the scenes of the Olympic venues.
Villagers also enjoyed another excellent evening of wine
tasting – [always well attended!] hosted by Erica Martin and a
talk on Serious Crime by a former DCS Dennis McGookin. The
Trivial Pursuits evening, hosted by Robin Taylor, ably
assisted by Susie and Sue, was a huge success and sold out
again. The programme for 2013 is printed below:
Thursday, 9th May. AGM followed by an illustrated talk:
“The Magic of the Matterhorn” by George Bird.
Tuesday, 23rd July. Tickets available for Shakespeare’s
“Richard the Third”, performed by The Changeling Open Air
Theatre Company at Great Comp Gardens.

Sunday 1st September. A local Footpath Walk. Meet on The
Green at 2.15.
Thursday 3rd October. [N.B. not Wednesday as previously
published]. Talk: “The Thames and Medway Canal from its
opening in 1824to the present day” By Brian Macknish.
Saturday, 16th November. Trivial Pursuits evening [7.45
for 8.00 pm]

May Day:
This was again a major success, despite not being the warmest
of spring days! With its Olympic theme, Offham’s dash down
Town Hill was an appropriate event in 2012, although some of
the youngsters seemed to enjoy the mini motorcycles
available on the Quintain section of the green as an
alternative
pastime.
The
event
provides
a
welcome
contribution
to
local
activities
and
charities.
Congratulations to Ian Barwick and his team for organizing
such a splendid day in 2012.
The date for May Day, 2013 is Saturday, May 4th. Anne Turner
and Clare Innes are masterminding things this year. I note
they are seeking help with particular roles on the Committee
- in particular a Raffle organizer. Please get in touch with
them if you are able to help.

Offham Jubilee Celebrations:
This was a tremendous success, with ticket sales far
exceeding expectations. The Green must have been crowded as
never before! Everyone really enjoyed themselves, in spite of
the intermittent drizzle that could have so easily spoiled
the party. Seats in the marquees were certainly at a premium
at lunch time, whilst everyone tucked into their bangers and
burgers. The masses of fine strawberries provided a fitting
dessert as well. Those that appeared in appropriate fancy
dress entered into the spirit of things – I am sure that I saw
at least one John Bull in the crowd – will we see a jingoistic
candidate in the next round of elections?!
The jazz band played very well in the circumstances, even if
the National Anthem had sounded rather more uplifting on
other occasions! It was good to see the audience still dancing
on the sodden turf later on in the proceedings. The magician
entertained the youngsters well and baffled older children
like me with his dexterous handling of the playing cards.
All in all it was an excellent undertaking and Ruth Jeffries
and her team are to be congratulated on what was a massive
undertaking. Do I hear a rumour that the Coronation Jubilee
comes next?

Steam Rally:
The threat of a mass invasion, given the unwanted sign posts
that were erected around the Village for this traditional
event rather petered out as a result of some very inclement
weather. In fact it was quite amazing how many vehicles did
arrive for display and remained until quite late in the
afternoon. I am sure that trade for local business was still
very brisk, but perhaps was not quite as good as might have
been hoped. The same probably could have been said for the
uninvited and unwelcome hot dog van that appeared early on
the Green and refused to be moved on because it would have
been “far too dangerous” in view of the hot fat awash in the
back of the van. This incident has lead to OPC reviewing the
byelaws in force on the Green. We are currently drafting a
new set, which should “cater” for such events [excuse the
pun!]. These have to go through a fairly complex process for

approval by Central Government, but we hope to have them in
place before the end of October.

Hedgehog Productions:
Following their successful performances early in the year
of a musical play based at an Old Time Music Hall and rival
new fangled Cinema, Hedgehogs were invited to perform a
Murder Mystery drama, which had been commissioned by the
Village Hall Committee. As it happened, I was the victim here –
not of the Murder itself, but of my own past quip about a
particular Parish Council meeting which would have made a
good scenario for a play of this ilk. Consequently, I hastily
had to put pen to paper! Fortunately, under the masterful
guidance of the Halliday-Sadlers, the performances received
some excellent reviews, gave most of the audience a good
laugh, as well as exercising “those little grey cells”.
Caroline Dyer and Philomena Wright worked some magic in
the kitchen to produce excellent hot food at each of the two
performances in Offham and made a significant contribution
to Village Hall funds in the process.

Carols on The Green:
Again this continues to be a popular event and was well
supported. The cold was partially kept at bay by the mince
pies and mulled wine provided by the King’s Arms, which has
done much to support the various village events this year
and continues to add some new ideas and opportunities to the
proceedings.
Of
course
there
had
to
be
one
drama,
thankfully before the event, caused by a short circuit to the
electric cable supplying power to the lights on the tree. This
not only caused a blackout of the lights but also to the home
of the generous provider of the supply. Talk about biting the
hand that feeds you!

The Village Hall:
Work on the Village Hall has continued to improve the
facilities there. The car park has received much attention
and the often puddled area near the entrance has finally
been leveled so that users of the Hall can now do so with dry
feet! More redecoration has been completed internally so
that the whole entrance looks brighter and more welcoming.
Congratulations
to
the
Committee
who
have
worked
tirelessly to improve the significant upgrades to the now
well-used facility.

Spadework
has brought more colour to the Village with its series of
Saturday Farmers Markets, which seem to have been very
successful. Let us hope that these continue to generate the
same level of interest or better. The Lions were doing a great
job in the car park at the pre-Christmas event, snow chains
and an extra push may have come in very handy on occasion!

PCSO Laura Bullen
has settled well into her role in the Village. Hopefully the
relatively low crime rate has been influenced by police
presence, including the exercise to apprehend drivers
misusing North Meadow. Several were cautioned for driving
in the wrong direction in the one way system, including one
who was doing so when using a mobile phone! The Police have
made discrete appearances at the events held on the Village
Green and Laura has also established a regular “surgery”,
based at Spadework, where individuals can simply drop-in to
voice their concerns about appropriate issues.

“Our Village” photo competition: A reminder.

We are still looking for entries for this competition. Please
join in and encourage others to do so. Hopefully we may be
able to display those received by March 21st in the form of a
slide show at the APM.
Have you taken pictures around the village, which capture
the Offham community or what it means to you to be part of
this village?
Then why not enter your picture into the Parish Council's
competition “OUR VILLAGE”?
The winners, as judged best by the Parish Council and invited
others,
will
be
announced and
displayed
at May
Day
2013. Twelve photo entries will also be selected for a 2014
Offham Calendar.
The junior winner will also be awarded a prize from the
Parish Council.
The competition is open to anyone who lives within the
Village, or any pupil of Offham Primary School. This is not a
commercial venture and any profits will be used for the
benefit of the village. The Parish Council retains the right
to use any photos submitted.
The closing date for submission of the photos is 28th March
2013. Please submit all entries with your name, address, email
or phone number and whether your entry is for the junior or
adult section, to the Parish Clerk, Lynne Mackie at
offham.pc@hotmail.co.uk.
N. B. For contact details of any of the organizations
mentioned in this report, please look at our website or
contact Lynne by email [above] or by telephone on 01732 521303
D.P.Stretton 10/03/2013

Obituaries: The past year has been a sad one. I was shocked
to learn that no fewer than eight deaths had been recorded
for residents of Teston Road alone since the last Review.
Included in these were some leading lights in Offham’s
firmament as mentioned below. I apologise for not mentioning
everyone in this list, but none the less send sincere
condolences to families affected by their loss.
Margaret Betts had been a wonderful example of a true
Christian to us all. Her early working life involved teaching
science at Maidstone Grammar School for Girls and her
involvement with education continued with a Governorship
at Offham Primary School and her patronage of Banunule
School in Uganda. With her husband Stuart, she ran the
Sunday School at St. Michaels for many years. Margaret was
also instrumental in setting up a Young Wives Group in
Offham, which has now matured into Offham Open House. She
served for two periods as a Parish Councillor and always
proved a real voice of reason. The Ladies Knitting Group and
Ragstones will certainly miss her unstinting support. The

respect that the Village felt for Margaret was clearly
demonstrated by the Service held at St. Mary’s which was
packed to the rafters with mourners. Our sympathy and
condolences go to Stuart and family.
Lynda Bottle was no doubt less well known than Margaret
but was one of the very few members of Offham’s community
who had lived in the Village her entire life. Lynda gave great
service to many families in the Village by helping look after
youngsters at their homes and also by her involvement with
the Kindergarten when it first moved to the Methodist Hall. I
understand that her first role in this respect, aged fifteen,
was as a live-in helper to a family of ten! Later on she helped
care for more elderly residents in the Village and her work
was much appreciated by all whose lives she touched. Very
much an unsung heroine, but there will be many who mourn
her passing. Our sympathy and condolences go to her
husband, Alan and family.
Frances Cappuccini, although not an Offham resident, was a
much loved and dedicated teacher at Offham School, which
she joined as a newly qualified teacher and at which she had
remained,
teaching
Reception
and early
year
classes.
“Frankie” suffered a tragic death after giving birth to her
second child, causing national press interest in her demise.
Her colleagues, pupils and the local community were
naturally deeply shocked by what had happened and
undoubtedly miss her friendly, vibrant and fun-loving
disposition. Our sympathy and condolences go to her
husband, Tom and family.
John Hancox was well known to all as the Chairman of the
Offham Society. He proved a strong champion of many causes
and lent his expertise in confronting local business activity
when it threatened the well being of the Village. Most
recently, even when seriously ill, he was involved with our
attempts to eliminate the nuisances caused by the Blaise Farm
site. John also applied his extensive management skill to the
NHS when he occupied the position of Chairman of the local
NHS Trust. He and Debbie were generous to the Village when
the annual Open Garden events were in operation. The walled
garden of Offham Manor always proved a fitting final stop
on the walk and also supplied some much needed refreshment
to the weary participants! His presence will be much missed.
Our sympathy and condolences go to Debbie and family.
John Marshall was an active and talented sportsman in his
earlier years. I can remember first encountering John at a
Tennis Club garden party at which all attendees took part in
a “multi sport” activity. Skill requirements ranged from the
bizarre, like walking on stilts to the more refined, like
croquet. It goes without saying that John breezed through
this competition, winning by a significant margin and putting
many younger participants to shame! Having said this,
perhaps John will be better remembered for his involvement
with St. Michael’s which benefitted from his continued
support over many years. Our sympathy and condolences go
to Jean and family.

OFFHAM ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Thursday March 21st 2013
OFFHAM VILLAGE HALL
7.30pm

This is an important meeting, in which all
residents are encouraged to participate,
taking as its main theme:

THE COMMUNITY RIGHT TO BID SCHEME: SHOULD
OFFHAM ESTABLISH A VILLAGE TRUST TO FUND
LAND ACQUISITION WITHIN THE VILLAGE?
Agenda
•
•

•
•

•

Chairman’s welcome.
The “Community Right to Bid” scheme: Mark
Raymond, Tonbridge and Malling Borough
Council
Questions from the floor
Other village experiences:
Peter Coulling, Chair, Teston Parish Council
Bjorn Ramell, Chair, Eynsford Millfield Trust
Questions from the floor
Break for refreshments

• The next steps - proposals. Discussion.
• Traffic management in the Village. [for
information only]
• General questions [relating to any Village issues
or matters arising from the Village Annual
Review].
Please note that this is a Village Meeting and not a
Parish Council AGM.

Hunter’s Moon , Aldon Lane, Offham, Kent, ME19 5PH

To whom it may concern:
This is to certify that Laura Kidd has, together with two others, accepted the tenancy of No.315
Croxted Road London SE24 as from 01/09/2008.
Laura’s contribution to the monthly rental of the property will be £450 per calendar month for one
year commencing at the date above. This amount is exclusive of her one third share of Council Tax,
gas, electricity, water and contents insurance relating to the property.
Yours truly,

D.P.Stretton
Landlord
01/08/2008

Hunter’s Moon , Aldon Lane, Offham, Kent, ME19 5PH

To whom it may concern:
This is to certify that Bassey Usuyak has, together with two others, accepted the tenancy of No.315
Croxted Road London SE24 as from 01/09/2008.
Bassey’s contribution to the monthly rental of the property will be £350 per calendar month for one
year commencing at the date above. This amount is exclusive of his one third share of Council Tax,
gas, electricity, water and contents insurance relating to the property.
Yours truly,

D.P.Stretton
Landlord
01/08/2008

